
 

How to Use Pot Odds for Smarter 
Poker Decisions 
Poker is one of the most popular card games enjoyed by millions 
around the world, including in Vietnam’s growing online betting scene. 
Success in poker, especially in cash games or tournaments, depends 
not only on luck but also on strategy and a solid understanding of 
mathematical concepts like pot odds. If you want to improve your 
poker skills and make smarter betting decisions, mastering pot odds is 
essential. 

In this article, we will explore what pot odds are, how to calculate 
them, and how to use them effectively during your poker games. While 
playing on trusted online platforms—such as King88, which holds 
licenses from respected regulatory bodies like PAGCOR and First 
Cagayan—Vietnamese players can apply these concepts to gain an 
edge and maximize their chances of winning. 



 

 

What Are Pot Odds? 

Pot odds are the ratio between the current size of the pot and the cost 
of a contemplated call. In simple terms, pot odds help you determine 
whether it is profitable to call a bet based on the likelihood of 
completing your winning hand. 

For example, suppose there is 1,000,000 VND in the pot, and your 
opponent bets 250,000 VND. To call, you need to put in 250,000 VND 
to potentially win 1,250,000 VND (the original pot plus your opponent’s 
bet). Pot odds tell you if that call is worth it compared to your chances 
of winning the hand. 

Understanding pot odds is crucial because it helps you avoid losing 
money on calls that have a low probability of success and guides you 
to capitalize when the pot offers good value. 

Why Are Pot Odds Important in Poker? 



 

Many new players make decisions based on emotions or gut feelings, 
often leading to costly mistakes. Pot odds provide an objective, 
mathematical way to evaluate bets. 

By calculating pot odds, you can: 

●​ Make better calls: Knowing when to call a bet increases your 
chances of winning in the long run.​
 

●​ Avoid bad calls: Prevent unnecessary losses by folding when 
the pot odds do not justify a call.​
 

●​ Maximize winnings: Pot odds help you spot opportunities to 
gain extra value when your odds of winning are favorable.​
 

In Vietnam’s online poker environment, where you compete with 
players worldwide, integrating pot odds into your strategy can be a 
game-changer. 

How to Calculate Pot Odds 

The calculation itself is simple and only requires a few steps: 

Step 1: Determine the Pot Size 

This includes all bets and raises already in the pot before your turn to 
act. 

Step 2: Find the Cost to Call 

How much money do you need to call the current bet or raise? 

Step 3: Calculate the Pot Odds Ratio 

Use the formula: 



 

Pot Odds = (Current Pot Size + Opponent’s Bet) : Cost to 
Call 

Example: 

●​ Pot size before the bet: 800,000 VND​
 

●​ Opponent bets: 200,000 VND​
 

●​ Cost to call: 200,000 VND​
 

●​ Total pot if you call: 800,000 + 200,000 + 200,000 = 1,200,000 
VND​
 

So, pot odds = 1,200,000 : 200,000 = 6 : 1 

This means you stand to win 6 units for every 1 unit you risk calling. 

Pot Odds and Drawing Hands 

The real power of pot odds comes into play when you have a drawing 
hand, meaning you do not currently have the best hand but can 
improve with upcoming cards. 

For example, imagine you are playing Texas Hold’em and you have 
four cards to a flush after the flop (the first three community cards). 
You need one more card of the same suit to complete your flush and 
likely win the hand. 

Step 1: Calculate Your Outs 

Outs are the cards remaining in the deck that can improve your hand 
to a winner. For a flush draw, there are usually 9 outs because there 
are 13 cards of each suit and you already see 4. 



 

Step 2: Estimate Your Probability of Hitting an Out 

There is a simple shortcut to estimate the chance of hitting your outs 
by the river (next cards) in Texas Hold’em: 

●​ After the flop: Multiply your outs by 4.​
 

●​ After the turn: Multiply your outs by 2.​
 

So, with 9 outs after the flop, your chance to hit the flush by the river is 
approximately 9 × 4 = 36%. 

Step 3: Compare Probability With Pot Odds 

Convert pot odds to percentage to compare: 

Pot Odds Percentage=Cost to CallPot Size+Cost to Call×100\text{Pot 
Odds Percentage} = \frac{\text{Cost to Call}}{\text{Pot Size} + 
\text{Cost to Call}} \times 100Pot Odds Percentage=Pot Size+Cost to 
CallCost to Call​×100 

For example, if pot odds are 6:1, the percentage is: 

16+1×100=17×100≈14.29%\frac{1}{6+1} \times 100 = \frac{1}{7} 
\times 100 \approx 14.29\%6+11​×100=71​×100≈14.29% 

This means you need to win at least 14.29% of the time for the call to 
be profitable. 

Since your chance to hit the flush is about 36%, which is much higher 
than 14.29%, calling in this situation is a good decision. 

Practical Example of Using Pot Odds 

Let’s say you are playing on a popular platform licensed by PAGCOR 
and First Cagayan, ensuring fair play and security, such as King88, 



 

which is widely recognized by Vietnamese players for its trustworthy 
service. 

You are dealt 7♥ 8♥ and the flop shows 2♥ 6♥ K♠. You have four 
hearts total, needing one more to complete a flush. 

●​ The pot is 1,000,000 VND.​
 

●​ Your opponent bets 300,000 VND.​
 

●​ You calculate pot odds:​
 

Pot size after bet=1,000,000+300,000=1,300,000\text{Pot size after 
bet} = 1,000,000 + 300,000 = 1,300,000Pot size after 
bet=1,000,000+300,000=1,300,000 

Cost to call: 300,000 

Pot odds ratio: 

1,300,000:300,000≈4.33:11,300,000 : 300,000 \approx 4.33 : 
11,300,000:300,000≈4.33:1 

Pot odds percentage: 

300,0001,300,000+300,000×100=300,0001,600,000×100≈18.75%\fra
c{300,000}{1,300,000 + 300,000} \times 100 = 
\frac{300,000}{1,600,000} \times 100 \approx 
18.75\%1,300,000+300,000300,000​×100=1,600,000300,000​×100≈18.
75% 

You have 9 outs to hit the flush, so your chance is about 36%. 

Since 36% (your chance to win) > 18.75% (required to call), you 
should call the bet. Calling here is mathematically profitable. 



 

Tips for Using Pot Odds Effectively 

1. Combine Pot Odds With Implied Odds 

Pot odds only consider the current pot, but implied odds estimate 
future bets you might win if you hit your hand. If you think your 
opponent will bet more if you hit your draw, implied odds increase the 
value of a call. 

2. Pay Attention to Opponent Behavior 

Pot odds are one part of the puzzle. Understanding your opponents’ 
tendencies can help you decide if a call is likely to win money in the 
long run. 

3. Use Pot Odds in All Stages of the Game 

Whether you are playing pre-flop, post-flop, turn, or river, pot odds 
calculation remains a fundamental tool for decision-making. 

4. Practice Makes Perfect 

Applying pot odds in real-time can be challenging initially, but with 
practice, you will develop intuition and speed. 

Conclusion 

Mastering pot odds is a vital skill for any serious poker player in 
Vietnam’s online betting market. It turns poker from a game of chance 
into a game of calculated strategy, allowing you to make smarter calls, 
fold when necessary, and maximize your profits. 

While many Vietnamese players enjoy poker on platforms like 
King88—which offers a safe and licensed 
environment—understanding concepts like pot odds is what will truly 
set you apart from the competition. 

https://king88.co.in/


 

Next time you’re at the virtual poker table, take a moment to calculate 
your pot odds before making your move. With patience and discipline, 
you’ll find yourself making more winning decisions and elevating your 
poker game to the next level. 
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